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In the nineteenth century and most of the twentieth century, naturalization
was a three step process. First, one declared intention to naturalize, then
petitioned for naturalization, and lastly, received a certificate or a court
order granting citizenship. Please note that many immigrants never
completed the full process. In the nineteenth century, many states allowed
their residents to buy land, work, and vote without obtaining full citizenship.
During the late 1920's through 1950's county level naturalizations phased
out and the process was taken over by Federal Courts. These records do
not include records found in An Index to Naturalization Records In pre-
1907 Order Books of Indiana County Courts. With some exceptions, the
documents indexed in this book are located within the county and books
indicated. Saint Joseph County Naturalization documents date from 1856-
1956, and were indexed from master index books. To obtain copies of
these documents, please email an archivist at arc@iara.in.gov to obtain
copy fees and ordering instructions.
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